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Overnight and Unattended [
Operation in Laboratory §sa®

NO. 002

SAFETY RULES

Rule 1 Do not run equipment or experiments overnight, unless it is absolutely necessary.

Rule 2 Make multiple people aware that you are working overnight or late, get written
approval from the PI before working alone.

Rule 3 Perform a risk assessment of your experiment. Work through preparing for
emergencies if you are the sole person in the lab. This can look very different than
usual emergency preparation.

Discuss the experiment with your PI to ensure the correct procedures are being
performed.

If an experiment is being performed overnight or is left overnight, post a notice
on the door.
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*HKUST(GZ) Application of overnight / unattended experiment
(you could download on HSE HKUST GZ website)

INCIDENT

On June 13, 2021, Wang, a graduate student from the School
of Chemical Engineering at Qingdao University of Science
and Technology, illegally stayed overnight in the laboratory
using an oil bath to heat the experiment without reporting to
any teachers or relevant departments.

At around 23:00 pm, without closing the experiment, the
student left the laboratory and heated until around 7:00 am
on June 14, the temperature of the oil bath lost control,
caught fire, and triggered the smoke alarm.

The students on site only had power cut off and left the

laboratory without taking any firefighting measures. The

personnel on duty in the fire monitoring room immediately the fire scene
went to inspect and put out the fire in the laboratory.
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